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From the Editor;  

Summer weather came early this year and heat and water are on most gardenersô minds.  If you 

donôt believe that deep infrequent applications of water are better than a little bit every day, try 

the activity in ñGardening with Kiddosò.  Read ñVeggin with Elmerò for information on heat 

beating ways to start your fall garden.  ñSafety Tipsò is a must read to help making gardening 

incident free.  This issue also has articles on plants, always interesting to gardeners, pests, always 

present in gardens, and more.  We want you to garden safely, responsibly, and have fun this 

summer. 

Reminder-The 2
nd

 annual Brazos County Master Gardeners Fall Plant Sale is September 26th.   

Check the calendar on our renovated website at www.brazosmg.com .  We will continue to add 

new features and information, so visit it often.    

We invite your comments and suggestions.  Contact us at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 
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Get It Growing 
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òAnyone can count the seeds in an apple, 

 but only God can count the number of apples in a seedó   
Robert H. Schuller 

 

In the plant kingdom the phyla spermatophyte contains practically all the seed 

bearing   plants we use for food, feed, fiber, shelter and recreation.  Of these it is the 

sexual reproduction of angiosperms producing the seeds which are the lynchpin 

for the survival of its species. 

 

Imagine the variety of color, shape and size of seeds. They may be round, oval, flat, 

cubed, spherical; winged or tufted.  A coconut from an Indian Ocean Palm may weigh 

forty pounds while other seeds are the size of a speck of dust.  Whatever shape or 

size, seeds are mature ovules containing an embryo, a food source and a seed coat.  

Even the tiniest embryo has a life force and in its nucleus is the chromosomes which 

control all of the plantõs characteristics including the strategies for the success of the 

plant.  

 

Survival may depend on the seed crop, seed dispersal, germination characteristics, 

and genetic variability. Plants with a good chance for survival will have fewer seeds 

than more vulnerable species which may produce thousands of seeds in a season. 

The seeds are distributed mainly by birds, wind, water and animals. Seeds coated in 

favorable fruit are either spit out or pass intact through digestive tracks. Hitchhiking 

works to disperse beggar ticks, cockleburs, sand burs and goatheads. Seeds of some 

species are capable of floating on ocean currents to a suitable site to sprout.  While 

others such as dandelions, cottonwoods and sycamores take to the air for dispersal.  

Ash and maples have winged seeds to aid travel. Tumbleweedsõ name describe their 

mode of scattering seeds where pods  snap open as the dried plant rolls across the 

landscape.  At least one species pod is triggered by large raindrops to propel its 

seeds.  

 

Germination strategies are vital to plant success.  Cockleburs have a hard side and a 

soft side each containing a seed; if the first seed fails to germinate, then and only 

then will the backup seed sprout. To guard against unfavorable conditions, each crop 

produces seeds with seed coats of different thickness; some sprout the first season 

while others are dormant yet still viable to sprout years later.  Some seeds imbibe 

enough moisture to germinate only after soaking rains, not to be fooled by 

insufficient showers.  Another species germination is triggered by concentrations of 

potash to begin reforestation following a fire. Seeds such as willow, maple and elm 

SEEDS FOR THOUGHT 
Roy Vaughan 

Brazos County Master Gardener 
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are viable for only a few months, while lotus seeds have been known to germinate 

after more than a thousand years of dormancy. The time factor varies greatly and 

seems to depend on the seed coats success at preventing desiccation. 

 

All seeds are programmed for the climatic and soil conditions favorable to its 

successful growth yet there is another strategy when all else fails.  Variability within 

the chromosomes allows a percentage of the seed crop to be slightly different than 

the others.  Thus it may adapt to new environs enabling the species to proliferate 

under new conditions and new locals. 

 
What if, like Aesopõs Fables, the story of seeds has a moral?  When we think that 

where we live is too hot, too cold, too humid, too crowded, or too rural; the lesson we 

learn from seeds is the theme for Master Gardener Intern Andrea Foxõs blog:  
 

ñGROW WHERE YOUôRE PLANTEDò 

 

 

 
GRASSHOPPER CONTROL QUICK TIPS 

Ryan Rychetsky 

Brazos County Master Gardener  

 

Hot, dry summers and warm, dry autumns favor grasshopper survival and proliferation. 

After hatching from last yearsô eggs, young grasshoppers (nymphs) feed along weedy 

fence lines and grassy landscapes. Here are a few tips to help you control these pesky 

garden foragers. 

 Control weeds to starve the nymphs and discourage adults from laying eggs 

 Organic control consists of: 

o Floating row covers  

o Formulated, biological bait containing the spores of a protozoan called 

Nosema locustae. Once ingested, this organism kills nymphs and causes 

females to lay fewer eggs. This is not recommended for immediate control 

of heavy infestations since it acts slowly. 

 If necessary, use insecticides to treat threatening infestations while grasshoppers 

are still small. For the landscape, you may consider the following, by chemical 

name: Cyfluthrin, Bifenthrin, Permethrin, and Acephate. READ AND FOLLOW 

LABEL DIRECTIONS. 

 Ready-to-use baits containing carbaryl can be applied to some crops and non-crop 

areas, such as ornamental beds and vegetable gardens. 

 Apply insecticides when no rain is in the forecast 

Earth-Kind ñIntegrated Pest Management (IPM) is a strategy of managing pests that is 

designed to meet individual goals in the most economically and environmentally sound 

manner possible using a combination of control tactics.ò  The techniques for grasshopper 

control would be using one or more of the above methods.  For more information on 

Earth-Kind and IPM go to http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/EKIPM.pdf. 

http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/EKIPM.pdf
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2008 Master Gardener Fall Plant Sale held adjacent to the D.I.G. 

                                                                                                   

                                         

 
                                                                

                                                                      

Whatõs Happening at the D.I.G. 

Demonstration Idea Garden 
Located at 2619 Highway 21, adjacent to the Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County office 

 

Demonstration gardens are places to test, teach and learn.  Brazos County Master Gardeners in 2007 

began a renovation of their demonstration garden, the D.I.G.  Funded by the Brazos County Master 

Gardener Association, donations and in-kind contributions, the D.I.G. will be a place to see and 

learn about plants that are best suited for the Brazos Valley, as well as composting, recycling, 

rainwater harvesting, water conservation and more. 

 

The 2nd annual Brazos County 
Master Gardeners Fall Plant Sale is 
September 26th.  Held at the 
AgriLife Extension Office adjacent 
to the D.I.G., you will have the 
opportunity to visit the 
demonstration garden and see the 
changes and improvements that 
have been made.  But thereΩs no 
need to wait until the plant sale, 
ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ 

Even in a drought and hot temperatures 
the Superstars are acting like true 
άƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ aƻȅ DǊŀƴŘŜ ƘƛōƛǎŎǳǎ 
growing at the D.I.G. proves they are 
Texas tough and beautiful.  

Construction, weed, water, plant 
and harvest were among the 
activities at a recent work day at 
the D.I.G.  This garden is being 
built as a resource for the 
community and it just keeps 
getting better and better.   
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Yaupon 
By Laura Biddle, Brazos County Master Gardener 

 

Yaupon is a native perennial evergreen shrub or small tree found across the 
Southeastern U.S.  It varies in size from 12 to 25 feet high and 8 to 12 feet wide.  Small, 
dark green leaves cover the plant year-round, and female plants produce bright red 
berries (however, both a male and female plant are required for berries to occur).  
Trunks are multi-stemmed with smooth bark that is light gray with white patches.  
Flowering occurs April to May but the small white flowers are not a prominent feature. 
 

Yaupons thrive in clay, sand, and loam; can tolerate poor 
drainage, and a low amount of water.  They require part to 
full sun.  In a natural environment, yaupon is often an 
understory tree located in low, moist areas, but also grows 
in open areas.   
 
 It is part of the Aquifoliaceae, Holly Family.  American 
Indians used the leaves which contain caffeine, to brew a 
tea for use as a laxative or to induce vomiting.  Hence, the 
genus and species name for yaupon, Ilex vomitoria. 
  
If you are considering planting yaupon, these are some 
things to keep in mind. 

 
Benefits: 

Í Evergreen leaves and red berries provide color in winter when most trees have 
lost their leaves 

Í Can withstand conditions that many other shrubs cannot for difficult areas 
(Tolerant of drought, heat, and most soil types) 

Í May be planted as a hedge to provide privacy and block noise 
Í The berries provide food for a variety of birds and mammals in winter 
Í Attracts both birds (for shelter and nesting sites) and butterflies (for nectar and 

as a larval host) 
Í Attractive small specimen tree for urban landscapes 

Challenges: 
Í Spreads vigorously through the root system 
Í Difficult to eradicate once established 
Í In a natural setting can form dense thickets  

9ŘƛǘƻǊǎΩ ƴƻǘŜΥ  5ǿŀǊŦ Yaupon is an option in the landscape that exhibits the benefits of 
¸ŀǳǇƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ нΩ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ пΩ-рΩ ǿƛŘŜΦ 
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Roses should be pruned in mid-August to promote new growth, which means more blooms.  But 

you do not want to prune the plants as you would in late winter.  Cut the plant back as much as 

25 percent. Use hand clippers to cut each major cane or use hedge clippers and shear back the 

entire plant. This is also a good time to make some shaping cuts.  Hybrid roses should be vase 

shaped and old fashioned roses more rounded.  Remove all old blooms to extend blooming and 

remove all diseased canes.  Always get rid of yellowing leaves or those with black spot.  Apply a 

commercial rose fertilizer as directed on the label or an organic fertilizer.   Water thoroughly but 

avoid getting water on the foliage. Keep the soil moist but not soggy.  Apply 2-4 inches of mulch 

and you are ready for a great fall display from your roses.   
 

Any discussion on roses should include Earth-Kind roses because they perform well in 

the landscape and are disease and insect resistant.  The Brazos County Master Gardener 

Association is conducting rose trials for Earth Kind roses at the Design Idea Garden 

(D.I.G.) located at the AgriLife Extension Office.  The roses in this test garden were 

planted to take part in the search for additional rose cultivars that exhibit the ñtoughnessò 

needed to meet the ñEarthKindò Rose Landscape Standards.  This test will identify roses 

that can live through northern winters and southern hot, humid summers.  The test is over 

a (3-5) year period and evaluations began in the spring of 2007.   For information on 

Earth-Kind roses go to http://earthkindroses.tamu.edu/.    
  

               Evaluating Trial Roses at the D.I.G.                                          Trial Rose Spring 2007   

                                  

 

Pruning 

Roses for 

Fall 

Blooms  
Mary Ann Brannen 

Brazos County Master Gardener  

 

http://earthkindroses.tamu.edu/

