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From theEditor;
The articlei Success wabhhmBkeegou a sweetbBleandad|x
Dream is one of the rosdiscussedo | wanted tdoragthat ny 2009 goal of acquiring a
Bl endads Dr eam r oAndlresastednyaicda adoipié cosfhend d e n c
three. The article has details on it and other proven variétites reading| have my eye on
another additiomo the garden.

Dedication of the arboretum in the Demonstration Idea Garden will take place this spring. Lo«
for articles in this and upcoming issues that will cover each carefully cspseresncludedin
this areaof the D.I.G. The arboretum was designed to be a resource for successful trees fonly
site, so plan on visiting

Gettipsonusinggardencatay s i n t he arti cl eMintHortiduleie é 0 Ga
Gui deso. Then find a comfortable chair, |i

—

The Brazos County Master Gardenease planned year that is packed with informative and
entertainng seminars and prograrss check the calendar oar renovated website at
www.brazosmg.com Wewill continue to add new features and informat®mvisit it often

We invite your comments and suggestionsntact us abrazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
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Over the next few issuele GIG will highlighttreesplanted inthearboretunof the Brazos
County Master Gardener Demonstration Idea Gay@ehG. The treegeaturedn this issue

areSouthern MagnoliaandWax Myrtle . The information was compiled and written by
Roy Vauglan, President of the Brazos County Master Gardener Association.

SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA
ALI TTLE GE

Magnolia grandiflora
(mag NOLE-eeah grandeeFLORE-ah)

The Sout hern Magnolia is the symbol of t
most beautiful flowering tree. Fossil remains show the Magnolia family grew 60 million
years ago, making it one of the most ancient plants still growing today. Of the many
available forms of M. grandi flora, the
special qualities recommending it for the Brazos Valley landscape.

e Adaptable to alkaline heavy soils
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e Exceptionally slow growth keeps it ideally sized for city lots. Ave.esi 250 T X

150 W. (yet the mother plant is ove
o Leaves and flowers are half the stfeother M. grandiflora cultivars
e Long lived with few pest and disease problems
The stately presence of this evergreen can be the domiatuntef@f the landscape.
e Pyramid shape with a straight central trunk
¢ Creamy white fragrant blossoms followed by crusty pods holding bright red seeds
e Dark glossy leaves with rusty velvet undersides. Leaves grow almost to the
ground and are best left unprane
e Likes moist soil with 2 to 4 inches of leaf mulch
e Shallow, dense, fibrous root system, best sited away from structure foundations
e Best in full sun, although tolerates partial sun locations
e Constant leaf drop can be messy
¢ Dense shade; almost nothing geounderneath
AThe Little Gem Magnolia is a stunning
Nei | Sperry 0 doT&asngardemihge Gui de
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@ WAX MYRTLE

Bayberry, Sweet Oak, Spiceberry,
Tallow shrub, Waxberry, Cateberry
Myrica cerifera
(My-rik-kuh sirRIFF-ehruh)

A large native evergreen shrub which can also be trimmed to a muiitipletree, the
Wax Myrtle can grow in full or partial sun to 40 feet; the average landscape size is 15
feet tall and 10 feet widdt features:
e Fast, easy growth in a wide range of soils, even soggy clay
e No serious pest or disease problems
¢ Drought tolerant after established, but responds to regular water and fertilizer
e Relatively short lived, brittle wood, leaf drop in severe winter
e Male and female flowers on separate plants (dioecious)

In the landscape, Wax Myrtle is a versatile plant which can grow naturally as a tall dense

shrub excellent for y42806 mpant)soreasi agd

(pl ant ed canibe impnaed ihtg a small tree with a crooked multiple trunk and a
rounded crown of distinct, waxy, dark green foliage and a handsome specimen tree.

e |deal size for neighborhood let®ugh and tolerant of city conditions

e Tol erat es p oo drostoonfinesnenta poersraifage. mi n

¢ Low maintenancesuckers and root sprouts cut off as needed; brittle wood may
break in ice storms; leaf drop in extreme cold;

o Waxy leaves fragrant if crushed; female plant has attractive berry clusters which
persist unt eaten by birds (40 species including bobwhite quail and turkey) Not
usually browsed by deer

e Xeriscape plant can survive on natural rainfall

This heritage plant has been cultivated since 1699; early settlers in the Brazos Valley
boiled the leaves anduit to extract the wax for making candles. Specialty candle stores
across the U.S. stil]l feature fNBydcgaberry
pensylvanica.A dwarf variety,M. pusillais available.
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2009
"Unsung Her o Award"
Recipients

The "Unsung Hero Award" was devised to single out an individual Master

Gardener monthly for recognition. These are members that vy
about because they are busy with the fibehi
things happen. Without their efforts the best ideas and plans would not be

successful. A Certificate of Appreciation was designed, presented, and

approved, and the award began its debut in February 2009. Although many

individuals qualified for this recognition, only one could be selected per month.

The selection progress was determined by a consensus of the Awards

Committee members.

The Master Gardener recipients of the "Unsung Hero Award" for 2009 are:

January & February - Ginny Smith for "Excellent Public Broadcast Cov er age 0

March - Mike Chandler -"Excellent Web Site Maintenance"

April - Curt Oliver - "Always Being There When Needed"
May - Karen Osborne - "Always Being There When Needed"

June - Margrit Moores - "Always Being There When Needed"

July - Kenneth Leenen - "Always Being There When Needed"

August - Connie Kelly - "Always Being There When Needed"

September - Jay Pritchard - "Always Being There When Needed"

October - Tony Scanapico - "Outstanding Program Presentations”

November & December - Kathy Glaze for "Two Years of Excellence in
Programmingo

Gary Williamson
Awards Committee Chairman
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nGarden Catalogs,
Mini Horticult ur e Gu |

By Suzanne Milstead Brazos CountyMaster Gardener

Winter arrivalof plant catalogs bring expectations and provide hours of contentment to
gardening enthusiast s. We candt wait to
favorites, and the latest hybrids/varieties.

Before ordering, consider the unique conditiongafr yard. The most important

information to know is:
¢ Plant zone (USDA Hardiness Zone). Brazos County is zone 8b.

e Your soil type and pH (Soil testing is availabléntip://soiltesting.tamu.edy/
e Sun Expoare of your planting site
A North, south, east, west
A Full sun, morning or afternoon sun
What you need to know about the plant itself provided by the catalog:
e Hardiness

Mature size

Bloom time

Water requirements

Time to plantPlanting dates depend on diteation and geographic weather

patterns.

Seed GerminaticrDepth, germination days, optimum soil temperature.

e Life Cycle Symbols

A A=annual; An annual is a plant that usually germinates, flowers, and dies
in one year.

A P=perennial; A perennial is a planathives for more than two years.

A B=biennial; A plant that completes its life cycle within a tyear period.
Germinates in the spring, over winters, flowers the following spring or
summer and dies back the following fall.

e Disease Codea®fer to what digases the plant is resistant to. A rule of thumb, the
more letters or codes after the plant, the better. Usually, definitions of each letter
are referenced in the catalog. Example: In tomatoes, "F" or "FF" indicates
resistance to the Fusarium oxysporiwmgi that cause Fusarium wilt.

e Herbicideswhich are safe to use with your plants

Catalog information might include:

e USDA Plant Hardiness MaBresent a range of average annual minimum
temperatures for each zone with recommendations for spring or faihglan
Variations within each zone are factors to be considered such as altitude,
proximity to bodies of water and above or below average rainfall.



http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/

e Starting seed&uidelines on site location, soil type, hours of sunlight and shade,
drainage, competitioffom weeds or nearby trees. Germinate in trays or directly
in the ground.

e Managing cultural requirementé/atering frequency by hand or irrigation;
fertilization, sunlight.

e Factors Causing Poor Restltspatience, poor drainage, deep soil planting
coverirg too deep, inadequate watering, planting at wrong time of year.

e Special Collection&Examples such as butterfly and hummingbird seed blends and
mixes usually in larger quantity and how much to use per square feet.

e Scientific nameand cultivar, descriptiorsize, suggested use, range map.

Donét discard those catalogs, once you ha\

Information contained in catalogs helps you make better choices. Once your seeds or
plants arrive, use it as a reference for wtzaré how to plant, when it should flower and

what color to expect, and how to care for thef@ircle in bold permanent markers those
items you ordered and place a sticky note on the front of the catalog listing the items with
page numbers. Then, you aguickly refer back to information on what you purchased.
Best of all, seed and plant catalogs put faces to names. Colorful, pictures combined with
the description help make good choices for landscapes and gardens. A personal favorite
are newly introdued plants, All American selections and new varieties of commonly,
grown plants. All American Winners have been tested by a network of independent
judges who determined their garden performance to be superior, usually consistent and
reliably good varieties Catalogs may also offer Oheir
growing.

If these advantages aren't enough, consider this, seed catalogs put in your hand a mini
horticultural referenceKeep t he oO0freedé catalog as a gui
successful gardeneAs with anything, beware of descriptions that seem too good to be
true. If it claims to grow 25 feet in one year, ask yourseidil it take over the entire

garden and be difficult to manage? Also, note the source of the catadady out of

state or country? Results described could be based on that location.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service offices can provide additional listing of successful
plants grown in your area. Brazos County Master Gardener website
http://www.brazosmg.com

The Brazos County Master Gardener Ed¢ihd Gardenline can answer gardening
guestions on Wednesdays, 9am to 1pm. CaH&230129.

References:

All American Selections http://www.allamericaselections.org/
Garden Catalogshttp://www.mailordergardening.com/

On Line Garden Catalog$ttp://www.plantideas.com/catalogs.html
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Roses for Success “ 74/

, Charla Anthony " 4 «;‘
Horticulture Program Assistant S
Brazos County AgriLife Extension =

Roses are the queen of flowér® r  V a | e n Byirepuhitiors grodiagythem
requires the attention customarily given to royal#nd, while it's true that some rose
varieties demand exteffort, manyvarietiesare relatively carefree.

If youd vhesitated to grow roses, try one of theggrperforming varietiesThey'll give
their all with a minimum of care.

***Foraclassicc ol or , tValentiné el meéd oduced in 1951, t
outstanding addition to a landscape. A comphatb of 3 to 4 feet, it is nearly thornless

and fully covered in dark green leaves.V a | e is farelynaff@ted by heat, humidity

insectsor disease.This roseknows how to perform and adds superb color garaen.
Bryands Sue Haswel |l Park has an exceptiong;

***The reliable 'Mrs. B. R. Cant' frequently reaches more than six feet in height.
Blooming almost continuously throughout the growing season, the blenafisred and
silvery-rose in color are fully double and fragrant. Long stems make this an excellent
cut flower.

***'0Old Blush' is one of theldest and most famow@hina roseslt is a prolific bloomer,
particularly inspringandfallSof t 'y fragrant c¢clusters of |
dark rose when they are grown in bright sunlighiis rose ishrub like growing more

than 5 feet tall, and makes a beautiful hedge.
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Earth-Kind e Roses E&rtikind

EarthKind is adesignation given to select roses by the Texas A&M University
Agriculture progam. EarthKind Roses gahrough rigorous statewide tegy and
evaluation by horticultural experts. These roses posdagh éevel of laniscape
performance and outstanding disease and insectroke@ resistanceGive one of
these Earth Kind roses a try.

Perle d'OCd lightly &ragrant little rose withdelicate, salmon
coloredbuds This particularly diseaseesistant rose iseldom out of
bloom, even in hot weather. Al n
compactush that grows 3 to feet tall The size makes it an ideal
selection to use in groupings of three to five plants within urban
landscapes.




‘The Fairy'rose is a small bush, 3 to 4 feet, watrk-green foliage and
large clusters of littlepink flowers. In the summer heat, bloofasle to a
blush white.St ems of O6The Fairyod are
shiny foliage and masses of blooms make it an excellent landscape s
rose. View a handsome planting, surrounding a bronze statue, on Tt
Avenue where the cities of Bryan and College Station intersect.

A true Texas roséBelinda's Dreardwas developed by DRobert
Bayse, a Texas A&M University mathematics professdgorgeous
shrub roseit beardarge, fragrant and very double piblossomsThis
diseasdolerant rose producesiccessive flushes pfnk blooms from
spring to fost. With individual longtems, his roseis your pick if
you like the classic roses of Valentine bouquets.

Planting Roses

In the Brazos Valley, January and February are excellent months to plant misese
roses are readily available as contaigerwn specimens, at garden centers or nurseries
that specialize in roses.

Choo® aplantingsite that receives a mmum of sixhours of sun daily. Morning sun is
preferableDon 6t pl ant roses in small, encl osed
cause fungal diseases.

Amend the soil with organic matté@righly finished composf possible). The organic
matter enables the sad better retain nutrients, moisture, and air. When plantinghdig
hole twice as widas the containerPlant the roses at the same depth as they were
growing in the container. op-dress the soil th at least 3 inches of mulch (shredded
bark, pine straw, shredded cedar) to hold moisture in andwietels.

Water newly planted roses well.
Good drainage is essentialttee health ofoses, whichd o not | i ke dAwet f e

morning watering idest. The sun can then dry the leawdsch aids in disease
prevention. Fertilize in early spring, just before new growth begins.

DI
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Sy For more inbrmation on EartiKinde Roses go to
Earth Kiﬂd http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses
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What 0s Happenin
Demonstration Idea Garden

Located at 2619 Highway 21, adjacent to the Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County office

Demonstration gardens are places to teathtend learn. Brazos County Master Gardeners in 2
began a renovation of their demonstration garden, the D.I.G. Funded by the Brazos County |
Gardener Association, donations aneind contributions, the D.I.G. will be a place to see and
learn doout plants that are best suited for the Brazos Valley, as well as composting, recycling,
rainwater harvesting, water conservation and more.

The D.1.G. team have been finalizing plans for 2010 and a multitude of
improvements and additions are in the works.

Stopbyandsee-What 6s Happening at the
ltés your resource for good

Watch our website, brazosmg.com, as we add information and photos on the
different areas of the D.1.G.

Gardenline: Your Garden Questions Answered

Each Wednesday when you call Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County at (979)823  -0129,
a Master Gardener will research your question and give you an answer based on the unique
garden challenges we face in our county. Master Gardeners have gone through extensive
training on various horticultural topics and are certified to disseminate information

supported by Extension and research of Texas A&M University. It is our mission as Master
Gardeners to bring you quality, relevant, and accurate information on your gardening

concerns. So, write down the number and keep it handy so when a pesky insect invades or
something is not quite right with your garden, you can pick up the phone and give us a call.
Gardenline: Wednesdays 9 -1

979-823- 0129, email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu

I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETHm
You may now subscribe on line to the
Brazos County Master Gardener Newslétter

et t rowing

Share with a gardening friend, have themt@www.brazosmg.conand
subscribe to receive GIG hot off the press.
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Herbal
Highlights

Chives

Allium schoenoprasum
Donna Murray
Brazos County Master
Gardener

Photo by Donn Mury

Something about snipping fresh hgrigrown just outside my kitchen door, makes me

feel | ike a Alifestyle diva. o Chives hav
decades. Having grown onion chives in North East Texas, | was delighted to discover
garlic chives when | moved to thed&os Valley.

Both of these plants can be grown in containers or in the ground in light, rich, moist soll.
While both are easily grown, there are a few differences. Onion chives have round,
hollow leaves. Garlic chive leaves are flat, a bit largerreave a slightly stronger

flavor.

Both plants can produce fl owers. Oni on ¢
chivesd are white. Surprisingly, the flo
like garlic or onion. | have evenesthem in floral arrangements. Tip: Garlic chives

reseed readily, so you may want to cut the blossoms to prevent unwanted volunteers.

As an added bonus, the flowers are edible and may be added to salads or soups. Or use
blossoms to flavor vinegars:ill a bottle with flowers, add vinegar to cover. Allow the
flavors to mingle over a few days, while gently shaking the contents occasionally. The
vinegar turns a pretty shade of pink and can be used to baste fish, dress a salad or as a
mild onion condinent.

Grown from seed or transplants, chives grow in clumps that can be easily divided. Onion
chives make an attractive edging plant in border gardens.

Chives have been used in cooking for thousands of years, adding a fresh, mild onion
flavor to foods such as baked potatoes. Harvest chives by snipping the leaves close to
the ground which encourages new growth.

Whet her you think you are a gardener or n
chives. When the compliments rolln , j u st hod easydtis. | et on
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Veggl no wi >
Dr. EImer Krehbiel %
Brazos County Master Gardener " g y

Dr. Krehbiel has written a weekly article for The Eagle for over 14 years

and has been a Master Gardener 18 years.

about growing vegetables and heds shari
garden.

General vegetable growing:

¢ Review the Vegetable Planting Guidesnd at
http://www.brazosmg.com/index.php/plantfor-our-region/vegetablegor varieties
and planting dates.

e Start some of each crop early, then plan to make a secondiptaabout 2 weeks later,
and possibly a third in another 2 weeks. This gets you started as early as possible, is
insurance against a late freeze, and spreads your harvest over a longer period of time.

January:

¢ Time to start many coedeason cropg\sparags, Beets, Broccoli(plants), Brussels
Sprouts(plants),Cabbage(plants), Carrots, Garlic, Kale, Kohlrabi, Lettuce, Mustard,
Onion(bulb, plants), Peadible pod, Pednglish, Potatdrish, Radish, Spinach, Turnip

February:

e Continue planting coedeason crop#sted for January an@abbageChinese,
Caulifower(plants), Chardwiss, Collard(plants)

e Start tomato plants earlyThey should be moved to 4 inch pots for 15 days, and 6 or 8
inch pots for 15 day, thendallon cans until set in the garden or large tzoner

HINTS and TIPS

(o3
Delay Pruning to Attract Wildlife
fDo not prune if you wish to attract wildlife. Freeze- %f’
damaged foliage and stems are useful to i /\
songbirds, insects and other wildlife. Birds seeking
fs(zgr(:]lsnéthe winter will find shelter in branches and Charla Anthony
' Freeze Damage is Easy to Tackle

Article in The Eagle
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Brazos County

BrazosCounty Master Gardeners

Speakers Bureau

Master Gardener
Association

Brazos County Master Gardeners can help you find a knowledgeable speaker on
range of gardening topics to give a program to your club or organization. Whethe
purpose of your program is to inspior inform, our Speaker's Bureau is a great star
point to find speakers who can educate, motivate, and keep your organization on
right 'garden path'. Our clients trust us to present environmentally sound horticul
principles and practicesVe offer presentations on many topics, including those lis
below. For further informatiorgall 979-823-0129, emailbrazosmg@ag.tamu.edu

Texas Superstars Gourds

Home Landscaping Pass Along Plants
Butterfly Gardening Propagation
Poisonous Plants Rainwater Harvesting
Container Gatening Composting

Perennials for Brazos County Roses

Vegetable Gardening Turf Management
Pests you can Conquer Herbs

Color in the Landscape Water Conservation

Upcom ing Events
Ge Yaur Earth Kind Garden Growing

Wi th Plant Propagat pbuos é h-onpepagaion WorkRlog! y |
Presented By
Texas AgriLife Extension and Brazos County Master Gardeners
Saturday, January 23, 2010, 9A.M:2:00 P.M. (doors ope at 8:30)
College Station Med Center Senior Circle Room
1651 Rock Prairie Rd. College Station, Texas
Cost: $25 per person
Bring a lunch! Snacks, drinks & workshop supplies provided
Senior Circle Room is on 24 Floor - elevators available
Parking: in fro nt of & behind the building

x Hear the fends and s pr duDagidReadfAsspciata Dean,

TAMU Horticulture Dept. Learn how to grow your own plants from seeds and plants
x Get ARosy DrdMlam Welch rTexas AgriLife Extesion Service Landscap

Horticulturist, author, rosarian and regular contributaXte i | SGaelens&y 0 s

Southern Livingnagazines. Learn about easy to grow roses, many are Earth Kind!

Prepare to fAmix 1t up -onptopagasosesdion edbyg p |

Sharon Banister, TAMU Horticulture Dept. &Master Gardeners.Don 6t mi S §

souipd 6s fun!

Advance Preaegistration preferredAdditional information and registration form
is available ahttp://www.brazosmg.com
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Upcoming Events
Siencel n-Savice Training

Area Teachers JMG Workshop
Sponsored by the Brazos County office of the TexagyriLife Extension Service,
Junior Master Gardener, and Messina Hof Winery & Resort
February 5" 9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M.
Pre-register by January 29, 2010! Forms at brazosmg.com
For: Middle School & High School Teachers
Place: Messina Hof Winery & Resort http://messinahof.com

4545 Old Reliance Rd. Bryan, Tx

Cost: 0 per persoin includes lunch, supplies, & Jr. Master Gardener curricula

Teachers receive 6 hours of SBEC Continuing Education Credits. Information regarding st
summer internships, including applied research projects, for students will be highlighte
ttp://jmgkids.us

Additional information and registration form is availablétip://www.brazosmg.com

Ranwaa Harveting
An Earth-Kind Approach to Water Conservation
Hosted by TexasAgriLife Extension andBrazos County Master Gardeners
The Brazos Center, Rm. 102
Saturday, March 6" 9:00 A.M.-11:30 A.M.
Speakers
Justin Mechell, Extension Program Specialist |
& J. Brent Clayton, Extension Assistant
e Texas Water and You
¢ Rainwater Harvesting Basics
Learn how to capture and use rainwater in your landscape and
make your own rainwater barrel to take home.

Learn about rainwater harvestihgw to capture and store rainwater to lower usage
municipal water supplies and protect this valuable natural resouragraf cost of $40
per participant includes rain barrel, program handouts & refreshments.

Seminar Limited to 50 participants
Advance registration required by March 1. 2010
Additional information and registration form is availabld#p://www.brazosmg.com

Be sure and check the Brazos County Master Gardener wéltgitgywwww.brazosmg.com for
other events and information.
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Best Shots

FrostyPhotos taken by

Brazos County Master Gardeners
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSR

Donna Murray
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Brazos County
E-S

Master Gardener

Association 2010 Brazos County Master Gardener Associatio
Officers Committee Directors Newsletter Team
Suzanne Milstead ExOfficio DIG,Andrea Fox Laura Biddle
Roy VaughanPresident Community Outreals, ElImer Krehbiel Mary Ann Brannen
MiChal Hal] Vice President Education,Susan Smith Kathy Glaze
Nilah Wright 2nd Vice Pres. Media, Donna Murray Kate Kelly
Sarah Shelby Secretary Youth Gardening, Peggy Henson Donna Murray
Debbie Nelson Treasurer Ryan Rybetsky

Susan Pugh Assistant Treasurer

If you are interested in sharing our newsletter with a friend subscribing onlineto the e-newsletter, go
to www.brazosmg.com Please contact us with comments and suggestions, latazosmg@ag.tamu.edu

Brazos County Master Gardeners is a program of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service. Extension educatiamal gn@ggzen to
all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin.
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